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GUIDELINES FOR DISCUSSIONS

	PURPOSE

THREE POSTS 
PER WEEK 

1. INITIAL POST
Example of an Initial Response

2. FOLLOW-UP RESPONSE

Example of a Follow-Up Response
3. SUMMATION
Example of Summation

HOW DISCUSSIONS 
PROGRESS 

Basic Level
Intermediate
 Level

Advanced
Level

A GROUP EFFORT
INCLUDE SUMMATION IN PROGRESS REPORT


	My purpose in making the discussion board a significant part of this course is not to keep you busy, but to give you an opportunity to read, to reflect, to ask questions, and to grow. 

You are required to post a minimum of three MESSAGES to the discussion board each week, including: (1) an INITIAL RESPONSE, (2) a FOLLOW-UP RESPONSE, and (3) a SUMMATION. 
Your initial response to the discussion question or sub-question should be a thoughtful, well-reasoned response to the questions asked, supported by facts, not just your opinion.  Good grammar and spelling do make it an easier task to understand what you are saying, so proofread your response before posting it.  An edit feature makes it possible for you to read your post and amend it for clarity, if necessary.  
The length of your response should be reasonable (as a rule a minimum of 100-150 words): long enough to say something substantive, but not so long that a reader has to scroll and scroll to get to the end.   It also needs to be stated in your own words.  Do not cut and paste from a source that you have consulted, unless you use quotation marks and give credit by citing the source in your post.  

Example of AN Initial Response: This is an excellent initial response to the questions: “How has Japan distorted its history in recent years? What do you think prompted this misrepresentation of the past? What are its consequences?” 

Japan has distorted its history by playing down what happened at Nanjing and their aggressiveness toward the Chinese and other Asians. Another distortion is not mentioning the Asian women used as sex slaves for the Japanese army.


Since Japanese right-wing historians are the ones who wrote the new history books, I believe what prompted their distortion of the facts is their belief that what they did was right. Consequences could be problems with their Asians neighbors, cut offs of trade, and the loss of investors in Japanese industries.  [88 words for the first two paragraphs]

If this is a gear-up for instituting a return to their past nationalistic ideals, this could cause a breach of their constitution (the part that states they cannot have military force except for self-defense) if they are building up a secret army and once again trying to take on Western capitalism. Their justification for their invasion of Southeastern Asia may once again lead them into war. [153 words total for the three paragraphs]
Note that the student went beyond what was required. The questions were answered well in the first two paragraphs, but the student went on to elaborate and made a substantial contribution to the discussion by tying the distortion of history to nationalism and the possibility of war. It always pays to go beyond what is required. If you go the extra mile, your grade is likely to reflect it.
In your follow-up resPonse on the same topic, you may: (1) reply to someone else’s initial post or (2) answer a question resulting from your initial post. There are many possibilities here.

For Option (1), you could comment on the student’s response, raise a question, or otherwise substantially move the discussion forward.  Do not say “Great point, Joe. I agree 100%.”  That will not be counted as a legitimate response.  On the other hand, you certainly may say, “Great point Joe. I agree 100% because I have experienced similar circumstances.”  [You would then go on to describe those circumstances and draw some conclusions.] The intent, once again, is to move the discussion forward toward the goal of enlightenment and a fuller understanding of the original topic for both you and Joe and the other students in the class who read your dialogue.  If any of them choose to jump into this discussion, so much the better.
For Option (2), if a question is asked, try and answer it to the best of your ability (even if it means doing a bit more research on the topic).  If it’s a comment, move the discussion FORWARD by adding to what has been said.  However, the same rules apply. Don’t just agree without explaining why you do. Such a response will get you no points.  Also, if you do not post until the end of the week, it will be too late to get a response and you will have no opportunity to fulfill this requirement
Example of A FOLLOW-UP RESPONSE: This is a reply to another student on the same topic, the distortion of history:

Another example of how our history is distorted is through our children's textbooks. Who controls the content contained in our history books? I urge you to read the article on http://www.rediff.com/news/2002/nov/08spec.htm. It focuses on textbooks that lack information, for example, on Mahatma Gandhi's assassination and the FACTUAL history behind India. As students and, for some of us, parents, I think being aware of the history behind our textbooks is an important part of being properly educated with the facts. [80 words total]

Note that the student did additional research, provided a link to a relevant website, and summarized the content of that website. However, taking it a step further, the student also raised the question of cause and effect and pointed out the importance of the problem to well-educated citizens. The message moved the discussion forward toward the goal of enlightenment, brought the topic closer to home, and generated considerable discussion. All that with just four sentences!

In your SUMMATION on the same topic, you should attempt to sum up the discussion by responding to the final question.  
This means you will need to synthesize the knowledge you have gained from reading, reflection, and discussion, analyze what is needed to answer the question, perform the required tasks (weigh various options, work through problems, anticipate consequences), and respond directly to the queestion. This may seem like a challenge at first, but you will be exercising higher order thinking skills and bringing the discussion forward to the highest levels of learning.  In short, you will be demonstrating to yourself, your classmates, and your instructor just how much your knowledge and skills have grown during the week. You will stretch your mind, unleash your imagination, improve your problem-solving skills, enhance your creativity, gain confidence, and be better equipped to succeed in the future (in this class and in your professional and personal endeavors).
Example of A SUMMATION: This is a response by a student relating insights from the discussion to the relevant question on the same topic, the distortion of history. The student was responding to this prompt: “Using the insights you gained from reading, reflection, and discussion of this topic, formulate a set of principles to govern historical research and the teaching of history to minimize the risk of ideological distortion and political misuse of history.”

To avoid distortion and the political misuse of history, I think these principles are important to include:

1. Be sure that professional historians are involved in the writing of textbooks, documentaries, and other forms of history.

2. Have their work reviewed by other professional historians to detect bias or misrepresentation.


3. Convince school boards, publishers, teachers, and anybody else involved in writing and selecting textbooks that patriotism, respect for authority, and traditional American values are not incompatible with the truth about America’s past.
The big problem is number 3. I think it’s very important and that’s why I included it. We need to teach our children that America’s past included racism, sexism, religious intolerance, and other undesirable features, as well as things we can be proud of, but I’m not sure how to do it. Does anybody have any ideas? [140 words total]

The student did an excellent job of applying newly acquired knowledge and skills to the task called for in question. In addition, the student pointed out the difficulties in applying one of the principles and, as a result, generated some lively discussion.
It is also important for you to be sensitive to how the discussions are progressing during the week. Most discussions begin at a basic level: 


· What is your favorite definition of history? 

· Let’s see if we can come up with a definition of nationalism and a list of its characteristics.
After a few days of this, the topic has been exhausted, people are ready to move on, and the discussion progresses to the next level:
· Why should ordinary citizens study history?
· What underlying values support the various types of nationalism?
Later in the week the group begins discussing more complex questions related to the topic:

· Why is information you find on the Internet potentially less accurate than what you find in books, in journals, or on TV?

· During the 20th century, how was nationalism a unifying force? How was it a divisive force?
Keep in mind that the exploration of these topics is a group effort. You are not required to answer every question yourself. If we all work together and each person makes a contribution, it is likely that every aspect of the topic will be covered by someone in the group and this will be to the advantage of everyone, but only if we keep up with our reading. So please be aware of how far your classmates have progressed before posting your responses. It can be very annoying to those who started participating early in the week to read a post from a latecomer defining nationalism when the issue was settled days ago and the group is now struggling with the unifying and divisive forces of nationalism. Plan to make a valuable contribution to the discussion at each level of participate.
After you have posted your final response for the week (the summation which answers the concluding questions), copy and paste your summation into your Progress Report like any other assignment and be sure to give yourself one or more grades, depending upon the number of skills being evaluated.

Again, I reserve the right to change a grade if it is not supported by the evidence but would prefer not to do that so that your self-assessments are meaningful.














































