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WEEK ONE: COURSE INTRODUCTION
A1-A12, B1-B4, and C1-C8 refer to the skills required to complete this assignment as specified in the Progress Report Worksheet.
For Debate: Is all history necessarily distorted by ideological or political motives? Or is it possible to formulate a set of principles to govern historical research and the teaching of history to minimize the risk of distortion? If so, what are those principles?
This question will be the subject of our discussion this week. To arrive at a conclusion, we will need to consider each of the following:

· First, let’s try to come up with a definition of history as an academic discipline. How does the definition relate to what historians actually do (i.e., discover, analyze, interpret, and communicate historical evidence)? Explain. (A2)
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· Second, why should social leaders and ordinary citizens study history? What knowledge and skills do we develop from studying the past? Why does this have practical value? (A2)  Give an example of how your knowledge of the past has helped you in the present. (A12)
· Third, since you are not a professional historian, how can you trust that what you read about history in books or see on TV is accurate? How can you be sure that historians are not guided by ideological or political motives? Why is information you find on the Internet potentially less accurate than what you find in books, in journals, or on TV? (A2)  
· Fourth, is Thomas G. West’ Vindicating the Founders good history? Is it reliable, credible, and objective? Explain. (B2)
· Fifth, how has Japan distorted its history in recent years? What do you think prompted this misrepresentation of the past? What are the consequences of this behavior? (A4) Can you give other examples of the distortion of history? Why is it important that what we read, see, or hear about the past is accurate? (A12)
· Summation: What is your conclusion? Is all history necessarily distorted by ideological or political motives? Or is it possible to formulate a set of principles to govern historical research and the teaching of history to minimize the risk of ideological distortion and political misuse of history? If so, what are those principles? (B3)
Use effective communication techniques when you share your ideas, insights, and discoveries with others. (B4)
