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United States History Course Syllabus
History 106: From the Colonial Period to 1877

Dr. Edrene S. McKay ( (479) 855-6836 ( Email: esm@online-history.com
CC US1 S06
Course Description: History 106 is a survey course in the development of American culture from the colonial period through reconstruction. Emphasis is on the growth of political, social, and economic institutions. Successful completion of this course at Crowder College fulfills the Missouri state requirement for constitutional study and partially fulfills Social and Behavioral Science general education requirements.

RESOURCES: Text: James Kirby Martin, et al, America and Its Peoples: A Mosaic in the Making, Volume I, 5th Edition. Blackboard Online Course Platform: http://crowder.blackboard.com  Other Online Resources: Available at:  http://online-history.com. Library Resources: If they are available to you.
Emphasis will be placed on course documents, discussion, and online research. The text is an important reference tool to supplement material covered in class and as a starting point for research projects. However, you will not be expected to read it from cover to cover or to outline, underline, or otherwise memorize it. You will be building your knowledge of history, seeking enlightenment, and developing insights from multiple resources through reading, reflection, research, and group interaction.
Course Requirements

Students are expected:

· To complete required reading assignments,
· To participate in online class discussions,
· To submit weekly self-assessment progress reports,
· To pursue answers to questions related to a broad historical theme they have selected,
· To complete three primary source essays and three presentations related to their theme,
· To take two regular examinations and one comprehensive final examination at the designated times.
Course Objectives

1.   To explore the major themes and trends of United States history, to discover how individuals have exercised leadership and served as agents of constructive change, and to learn from the successes and failures of past generations of Americans.

2.   To understand the approach to history defined by Will and Ariel Durant in The Lessons of History (1968): "Obviously historiography [writing history] cannot be a science. It can only be an industry, an art, and a philosophy. – an industry by ferreting out the facts, an art by establishing a meaningful order in the chaos of materials, a philosophy by seeking perspective and enlightenment."

3.   To develop a working knowledge of the processes required to understand the past, to engage in the discovery, analysis, interpretation, and communication of historical evidence (the various aspects of the historian's craft), and to build that bridge that links past and present history together.

4.   To develop the critical thinking skills and lifelong learning skills needed to meet the challenges of the 21st century, especially the ability to separate fiction, fantasy, and falsehood from substantiated truth.

5.   To share ideas, insights, and discoveries with others using effective communication skills.

Policies

Communications: To facilitate communication and insure a timely response, the subject line of all email messages to the instructor should begin with CC US1 FIRSTNAME LASTNAME in all caps. This should be typed exactly as shown so that the messages can be sorted into the appropriate folder. Please put this information in a convenient place near your computer so that you don’t forget. I cannot guarantee a response until you follow this procedure.
Participation: You will be expected to attend all class meetings, participate actively in all class activities, to be courteous and respectful to others, and to be supportive of one other. Learning is a partnership between you, your fellow classmates, and your instructor. You can do your part by giving the course your serious attention and exhibiting the college-level traits of curiosity, serious-mindedness, and appreciation for learning. 

Late Policy: All assignments must be completed by the due dates.  If you miss a deadline, your grade will be lowered by one letter grade for each day past the deadline. If there are special circumstances, you must contact your instructor in advance to waive such penalties.


Accommodation of Disabilities: If you are a student with a disability and require accommodation for this class, please contact Dean Sonya Pearson at (417) 455-5636.
Student Evaluation

1. There will be two regular examinations (10-pts ea.) covering course documents, class discussions, and assigned readings. Examinations will be of the essay variety and open book. They will be graded on the basis of content (80%), presentation (10%), and mechanics (10%). The final examination (10-pts) will be comprehensive (covering the entire course).
2. In addition, you will be expected to complete three essays (10 pts ea.) using primary sources related to your selected theme and three presentations (10 pts ea.) providing answers to questions related to your theme. An example of an essay which focuses on Christopher Columbus's discovery of America may be found at the "Eyewitness to History" website. The URL is: http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/columbus.htm. Essays and presentations will be graded on the basis of accuracy, clarity, creativity, and relevance.

3.  Finally, students will submit weekly self-assessment reports (10-pts ea.) showing their progress in: (1) skills related to the intellectual habits of mind required by a college level history class, (2) research and writing skills, and (2) study, project management, and collaboration skills. 
4.  Final grades will be based on the following scale: A=250-225, B=224-200, C=199-175, D=174-150, F=Below 150.
U.S. HISTORY 106 COURSE CALENDAR AND 
SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS: WEEKS ONE THROUGH SIX

Refer to the Progress Report Worksheet for an explanation of Skills A1-A12, B1-B4, and C1-C8.

	WK
	TOPICS UNDER CONSIDERATION
	CONTENT-RELATED ASSIGNMENTS
	SKILLS
	RESEARCH-RELATED ASSIGNMENTS
	SKILLS

	WEEK 1: 
January 11-17
	COURSE INTRODUCTION

Introduction to Historical Study and Research

Topic 1.1. Personal Course Objectives

Topic 1.2. History as an Academic Discipline

Topic 1.3. The Historian's Toolbox

Topic 1.4. Why Study History?

Week 1 Discussion: Course Introduction
( = Include in weekly Progress Report

( = Post on the Discussion Board

( = Submit alone as a separate assignment.
The divisor for this week's Progress Report is 10.
	( (1) Preparation for Course: Insure that you are able to logon to Blackboard and have all the necessary software to complete the requirements in this course. Then carefully review the Syllabus, including the Course Calendar and Schedule of Assignments, all Guidelines (including those for Discussions, for Progress Reports, and for Essays and Presentations), and "How to Succeed in U. S. History Without Even Trying."  Indicate in your report any questions or concerns you may have about these requirements.

( (2) Personal Course Objectives: After reviewing the course objectives in the Syllabus, the skills outlined in the Progress Report Worksheet, and the subject matter in your textbook, outline your Personal Course Objectives as specified in Topic 1.1.
( ( (3) Week 1 Discussion: After reading and reflecting upon Topics 1.1 through 1.4 (located in Course Documents), post your responses to Week 1 Discussion questions on this week's Discussion Board following the format outlined in Guidelines for Weekly Discussions. Copy and paste the summation you posted, including the heading (with name, date, etc.), into your Progress Rpt.

	C5
C1

A2

A4

A12

B2

B3

B4
	( (4) Theme Selection: Select the theme you would like to pursue throughout the semester and submit a three paragraph proposal (approx. 250 words): (1) outlining your reasons for selecting this theme, (2) offering your preliminary thoughts on what you hope to learn, and (3) providing at least one good online source which you intend to use as a reference in the project. Be sure to use the proper MLA bibliographic style to cite your source and to explain why you selected it. 


	A8

B1

	WEEK 2:
 January 18-24
	A. COLONIAL/REV EXPERIENCE

1. The Settlement of North America

Test Reference: Chapter 1
Topic 2.1. Background for Colonization

Topic 2.2. Motives for British Colonization

Topic 2.3. Span, French, & Eng Settlement

Topic 2.4. What Historians Say: Columbus

Week 2 Discussion: Settlement of No. Amer
The divisor for this week's Progress Report is 8.

	( ( (1) Week 2 Discussion: After reading and reflecting upon Topics 2.1 through 2.4, post your responses to Week 2 Discussion questions on this week's Discussion Board following the format outlined in Guidelines for Weekly Discussions. Copy and paste the summation you posted, including the heading, into your Progress Report.
( (2) American Mosaic: Read the American Mosaic "Indian Scalping and European War Dogs" on pp.14-15 of your text and write a paragraph explaining to which interpretation of the Spaniards and Native Americans it is most similar. (See Topic 2.4. for the interpretations.)
	A1

A2
A3

B3

B4

A3
	( (3) Primary Source Selection: Locate a primary source related to your theme that you would like to use in your First Essay and submit a proposal: (1) indicating your primary source by giving the proper MLA style citation with a clickable link (you'll need to remove the brackets), (2) explaining your reasons for selecting the source and how it is related to your theme, and (3) providing at least one good online secondary source which you intend to use as a reference in the essay. Be sure to use the proper MLA bibliographic style citation to cite your secondary source and explain why you selected it.
	A8

B1

	WEEK 3: 
January 25-31
	2. The English Transplantation

Text Reference: Chapter 2

Topic 3.1. The Southern Colonies

Topic 3.2. The New England Colonies

Topic 3.3. The Middle Colonies

Week 3 Discussion: English Transplantation
The divisor for this week's Progress Report is 10.
	( ( (1) Week 3 Discussion: After reading and reflecting upon Topics 3.1 through 3.3, post your responses to Week 3 Discussion questions on this week's Discussion Board following the format outlined in Guidelines for Weekly Discussions. Copy and paste the summation you posted, including the heading, into your Progress Report.
( (2) The People Speak: Read The People Speak on p. 42 of your text and write a paragraph explaining whether or not America still envisions itself as "a city upon a hill" with a special mission or "calling." If so, what is that mission? How has it changed? Or has it remained essentially the same? 
	A2
A5

A7

B4

A12


	( (3) Connection Between Primary Source and Theme: Continue doing research on your theme and your primary source essay and submit a more detailed explanation of how your primary source illuminates your theme.  Locate pictures to use in your essay and presentation and include them in your report.
( (4) Begin Presentation: If you have never used presentation software before, experiment with Microsoft PowerPoint or StarOffice Impress. All you need to know how to do is apply a design to your presentation, insert text and pictures, and save your presentation. Indicate in your report the status of your proficiency with the software and any questions or concerns you may have about your presentation.


	A11

A12

A3

B1
C4

	WEEK 4:
February 1-7
	3. Society & Culture in Provincial America

Text Reference: Chapter 3

Topic 4.1. Colonial Pop., Econ., & Society

Topic 4.2. The Enlightenment in America

Topic 4.3. The Great Awakening

Leyrman's Article on Great Awakening

Week 4 Discussion: Society and Culture

The divisor for this week's Progress Report is 16.
	( ( (1) Week 4 Discussion: After reading and reflecting upon Topics 4.1 through 4.3 and Leyrman's article, post your responses to Week 4 Discussion questions on this week's Discussion Board following the format outlined in Guidelines for Weekly Discussions. Copy and paste the summation you posted, including the heading, into your Progress Report.
( (2) Comparison of the Witchcraft Hysteria to the Great Awakening: Read "New England's Witchcraft Hysteria" on pp.70-71 in your text and write an analysis: (1) comparing the reasons for the outbreak of the witchcraft hysteria to those for the Great Awakening (see Leyrman's article for the latter) and (2) determining whether or not there was a common basis for these developments. Please use a table format with rows and columns to lay out your comparison. Keep your table small enough (no more than six inches) so that it can be copied and pasted into your report. Be sure to paste it as a "nested table."

	A2
A5

A7

B4

A3

A4

A5

A6

A7

A8
	( (3) Draft of Essay: Continue doing research on your primary source topic and submit a draft of your essay that includes: (1) an introduction that puts the primary source into its historical context, (2) the excerpt from the primary source you intend to use, (3) a bibliography section which includes the primary and secondary sources you used in the proper MLA bibliographic style.
(4) Summarize Presentation: Continue work on presentation and submit a paragraph summarizing your main thesis and sub: 
	A8

A11

B1

B2

B3

B4

	WEEK 5:
February 8-14
	4. The Empire Under Strain

Text Reference: Chapter 4

Topic 5.1. The Imperial Problem

Topic 5.2. The Western Problem

Topic 5.3. Problem of Colonial Taxation

Week 5 Discussion: Empire Under Strain
The divisor for this week's Progress Report is 16.
	( ( (1) Week 5 Discussion: After reading and reflecting upon Topics 5.1 through 5.3, post your responses to Week 5 Discussion questions on this week's Discussion Board following the format outlined in Guidelines for Weekly Discussions. Copy and paste the summation you posted, including the heading, into your Progress Report.

	A2
A4

A7

B4
	( ( (2) Final Essay: Submit your final essay as a separate document in the Assignment section and also post it to the First Essay Discussion Board according to the directions specified there. It should not appear on your Progress Report as it will be evaluated separately.
( ( (3) Final Presentation: Submit your final presentation as a separate document in the Assignment section and also post to the First Presentation Discussion Board according to the directions specified there. It should not appear on your Progress Report as it will be evaluated separately. 

	TBA

	WEEK 6:
February 15-21
	5. The American Revolution

Text Reference: Chapter 5

Topic 6.1. The American Revolution

Topic 6.2. War and American Society

Week 6 Discussion: American Revolution
The divisor for this week's Progress Report is 16.
	( ( (1) Week 6 Discussion: After reading and reflecting upon Topics 6.1 and 6.2, which take you on a multimedia web quest for information on the American Revolution, post your responses Week 6 Discussion questions on this week's Discussion Board following the format outlined in Guidelines for Weekly Discussions. Copy and paste the summation you posted, including the heading, into your Progress Report.

	TBA
	( ( (2) Discussion of Essays and Presentations: Follow the format specified on the Essay One and Presentation One Discussion Boards to discuss the results of your research on your major themes. Copy and paste the conclusions you posted, including the heading, into your Progress Report.
	TBA


U.S. HISTORY 106 COURSE CALENDAR: WEEKS SEVEN THROUGH SIXTEEN
ONLY MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS LISTED – TO BE UPDATED

Refer to the Progress Report Worksheet for an explanation of Skills A1-A12, B1-B4, and C1-C8.


	WK
	TOPICS UNDER CONSIDERATION
	CONTENT-RELATED ASSIGNMENTS
	SKILLS
	RESEARCH-RELATED ASSIGNMENTS
	SKILLS

	WEEK 7:
February 22-28
	B. EARLY NAT'L/DEMO EXPERIENCE

1. The Development of a Federal Constitution

Text Reference: Chapter 6

Topic 7.1. Creating Republican Institutions

Topic 7.2. The Constitution of 1787

Topic 7.3 Ratification of the Constitution

Week 7 Discussion: Dev of a Fed Const
( = Include in weekly Progress Report

( = Post on the Discussion Board

( = Submit alone as a separate assignment.

	( ( (1) Week 7 Discussion
	
	
	

	WEEK 8:
March 1-14
	2. The New Nation

Text Reference: Chapter 7

Topic 8.1. Establishing a New Government

Topic 8.2. The Political Crisis of the 1790s

Topic 8.3. 1st Party System: Feds v Reps
Week 8 Discussion The New Nation

	( ( (1) Week 8 Discussion

	
	
	

	SPRING BREAK:
March 6-March 12

	WEEK 9:
March 15-21
	3. The Republicans Take Office

Text Reference: Chapter 8

Topic 9.1. The Jeffersonian Presidency

Topic 9.2. For. Entanglements/War of 1812

Topic. 9.3. The Quest for a Republican Soc.

Week 9 Discussion: Republ's Take Office


	( ( (1) Week 9 Discussion

	
	
	

	WEEK 10:
March 22-28
	4. An Expanding Nation

Text Reference: Chapter 9

Topic 10.1. Econ Dev & Exp of Markets

Topic 10.2 Changes in the Social Structure

Topic 10.3. Maintaining the Bal of Power

Week 10 Discussion: An Expanding Nation
	( ( (1) Week 10 Discussion
	
	( ( (2) Final Essay: Submit your final essay as a separate document in the Assignment section and also post it to the Second Essay Discussion Board according to the directions specified there. It should not appear on your Progress Report as it will be evaluated separately.
( ( (3) Final Presentation: Submit your final presentation as a separate document in the Assignment section and also post to the Second Presentation Discussion Board according to the directions specified there. It should not appear on your Progress Report as it will be evaluated separately. 

	

	WEEK 11:
Mar. 29-Apr. 4
	5. A Democratic Revolution

Text Reference: Chapter 10

Topic 11.1. The Rise of Popular Politics

Topic 11.2. The Jacksonian Presidency

Topic 11.3. 2nd Party Sys: Whigs v Dems

Week 11 Discussion: A Democratic Rev


	( ( (1) Week 11 Discussion
	
	
	

	WEEK 12:
April 5-11
	C. THE CIVIL WAR ERA

1. The Reform Impulse in America

Text Reference: Chapter 11

Topic 12.1 The Second Great Awakening

Topic 12.2. Efforts to Reform Society

Topic 12.3. The Women's Movement

Week 12 Discussion: Ref Impulse in Amer


	( ( (1) Week 12 Discussion
	
	
	

	WEEK 13:
April 12-18
	2. Regional Distinctiveness 
Text Reference: Chapter 12

Topic 13.1. The Industrial North 
Topic 13.2. The Agrarian South
Week 13 Discussion: Reg'l Distinctiveness 
	( ( (1) Week 13 Discussion
	
	
	

	WEEK 14:
April 19-25
	3. Westward Expansion
Test Reference: Chapter 13
Topic 14.1. Manifest Destiny
Topic 14.2. The Push to the Pacific

Topic 14.3. The War with Mexico
	( ( (1) Week 14 Discussion
	
	( ( (2) Final Essay: Submit your final essay as a separate document in the Assignment section and also post it to the Third Essay Discussion Board according to the directions specified there. It should not appear on your Progress Report as it will be evaluated separately.

	

	WEEK 15:
Apr. 26-May 2
	4. Sectional Conflict

Text Reference: Chapter 14

Topic 15.1. The Compromise of 1850

Topic 15.2. The End of the 2nd Party System

Topic 15.3. The Triumph of the Republicans

Week 15 Discussion: Sectional Conflict

	( ( (1) Week 15 Discussion
	
	( ( (3) Final Presentation: Submit your final presentation as a separate document in the Assignment section and also post to the Third Presentation Discussion Board according to the directions specified there. It should not appear on your Progress Report as it will be evaluated separately. 

	

	WEEK 16:
May 3-9
	5. The Civil War and Reconstruction

Text Reference: Chapter 15-16

Topic 16.1. The Civil War & Recon

Topic 16.2. The Civil War in Perspective

Week 16 Discussion: Civil War & Recon
	( ( (1) Week 16 Discussion
	
	
	

	May 10
	( FINAL EXAM DUE MAY 10
	
	
	
	














