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WEEK FOUR DISCUSSION: THE 
ENLIGHTENMENT & GREAT AWAKENING

For Debate: Religious culture in America today bears many resemblances to that of the 18th century. Since the 1960s, membership in conservative evangelical Protestant churches has grown dramatically while the membership of national organizations like the Promise Keepers and local bible study groups have also expanded at an astonishing rate. How do you account for these trends?
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This question will be the subject of our discussion this week. To arrive at a conclusion, we will need to consider each of the following: 

· First, how do you account for the economic and social differences of the New England, middle, and southern colonies during the 18th century?

· Second, what factors contributed to a feeling of unity among American colonists in the 18th century? 
· Third, colonial life was characterized by a discrepancy between the ideal and the real. The European ideal involved fixed social classes, well-established governments, manorialism, and an established church. The colonial reality was less social stratification, more democratic governments, a diversified economy, and religious diversity. Explain how the Enlightenment legitimatized [validated] American practices.

· Fourth, what could account for the tremendous appeal of evangelical Christianity to men and women living on both sides of the Atlantic during the latter half of the 18th century? Explain how did the Great Awakening also legitimatized American practices and gave the colonists the courage they would need to resist Great Britain.

Summation: What is your conclusion? What similarities do you see between religious culture in America during the 18th century and today? Since the 1960s, membership in conservative evangelical Protestant churches has grown dramatically while the membership of national organizations like the Promise Keepers and local bible study groups have also expanded at an astonishing rate. How do you account for these trends?


Use effective communication techniques when you share your ideas, insights, and discoveries with others. 
