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	U. S. History: From the Colonial Period to 1877
Dr. Edrene S. McKay ( (479) 855-6836 ( Email: esmt@online-history.com

	EXAMINATION 2: THE EARLY NATIONAL 
DEMOCRATIC EXPERIENCE


A number of recent events –  the disputed 2000 Presidential election results, the 2002 mid-term election results (the Republicans gained control of both houses of Congress), and the 2004 Presidential election –  got me to thinking about how significant elections are here in the United States.  I hope you will enjoy this exam and find it both informative and relevant. Consider it less a test of your knowledge than a learning experience. It relates to an episode in the PBS documentary series “The Peoples Century.” The film, which contains eyewitness interviews, compares the violent revolution in Iran in 1979 to the orderly transfer of power from the Democrats to the Republicans when Ronald Reagan was elected in 1980. You will be comparing these events to the Election of 1800.

Based on your knowledge of the Early National and Democratic Experiences in United States history, write an essay entitled “Transfers of Power in a Free Society versus an Authoritarian Regime.” Your essay should:

· Discuss the issues that divided the Federalists and the Republicans in the 1790’s and the methods that the Republicans used to make their opposition known to the American electorate.


· Indicate in what sense the election of 1800 may be considered a revolution. 


· Contrast this revolution to 20th century developments in Iran (1979) and the United States (1980). 


· Analyze how a transfer of power in a free society differs from that of an authoritarian regime.  Be sure to focus on ideas, methods, and outcomes.
Format: Your essay should be 2-3 single-spaced typewritten pages. Margins should be one-inch on all sides. Use the Times New Roman font, a 12-pt font size, and the block style (i.e., paragraphs are not indented; they are separated by a blank line). Your title should appear at the top of the first page in ALL CAPS, no quotation marks, 14-pt type. Your full name should appear as author two lines below the title in 12-pt type. Your essay should begin two lines below your name. Here’s an example:

Transfers of power in a free society
versus an authoritarian regime
Thomas Jefferson

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with one another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

Be sure to use a spell checker before submitting your essay. 
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Full Program Description 

God Fights Back

Religious fundamentalism flourishes in the East and West
Original broadcast: Monday, June 28, 1999 at 10pm
(check local listings for re-broadcast dates) 
"What I liked about Jimmy Swaggart was the fact that when you watched him on TV, he had the ability to keep you on fire. It was what you wanted to hear. . . . He had the ability to say black and white, right or wrong, and there were no in-betweens."
-- Sheila Kerley, United States 

By mid-century, modern technology and Western thought had swept religion to the margins of public life. Since, millions have turned back to God -- and taken political action based on their religious beliefs. 

In Iran, the faithful were baffled and offended by Shah Muhammad Reza Pahlavi's vision of progress and secularism. Mosques offered hope for those who felt alienated and longed for the moral certainties of their past, and religious leaders rejected the values of the Shah's regime as foreign and corrupt. A resurgence in Islamic fundamentalism led to a revolt against the Shah, forcing him to flee the country and, in 1979, to the return of the long-exiled Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 

Welcomed back as Imam, the supreme religious leader, and father of the Islamic revolution, Khomeini wasted no time in setting his agenda. "We want Islam," he said, "only Islam." With those words, the century's first true theocracy was born. Khomeini would become the symbol of resistance against the secular world and the rallying cry to fight for God and Islam. 

Halfway around the world, in the United States, religious fundamentalism was also on the march, the Christian faithful eager to restore a "nation under God." Minister Jerry Falwell emerged as the spokesman for a new political movement known as the "moral majority," and called his followers to political action. By the time of the 1980 Republican National Convention, Christians had taken control of the party's conservative wing. 

The movement's cathedrals were television studios; the high priests, televangelists. By 1988, it was ready to elect one of its own: Pat Robertson, host of the popular 700 Club. Though Robertson would lose his bid for the presidency, conservative Christians succeeded in pushing their agenda to the forefront of American politics, certain that they held the answers to the moral uncertainties and stresses of modern life, and that unlike Church and State, faith and politics need not be separated. 

The people remember: The Shah of Iran, Ayatollah Khomeini, Moral Majority, Ronald Reagan, Washington for Jesus, assassination of Anwar Sadat, Algeria, Islamic Salvation Front, Jerry Falwell, Jimmy Swaggart, Iran-Iraq war, jihad, Pat Robertson. 

God Fights Back is written, produced, and directed by Ben Loeterman. Series senior producer is David Espar. Series executive producer for WGBH Boston is Zvi Dor-Ner; Peter Pagnamenta is executive producer for the BBC. John Forsythe narrates. 
URL: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/peoplescentury/episodes/godfightsback/description.html
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Interview with Abdul Shah Hoesseini
Carpenter, Tehran, Iran 

Q: How did you demonstrate your objections to the rule of Shah Muhammad Reza Pahlavi? 

Hoesseini: In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful. Ordinarily in the world there are two types of government: democracy and monarchy, a dictatorship. The monarchy usually exists by force. Shah had imposed himself on the people and was oppressing and suppressing us. 

I was a drop in this ocean that was opposing the Shah and rising up for our rights. Before the beginning of the revolution, twenty-some years ago, we demonstrated... We were expressing our opposition to the Shah. 

I was underground and at the same time I was openly opposing. The bulletins were underground and the demonstrations opposing the Shah happened openly during the last 25 years of his reign. At the time that he started his anti-people movement, we started our anti-monarchy movement. And we have presented this revolution, this popular movement, with many martyrs. 

Q: How did the revolution begin? 

Hoesseini: During the reign of Reza Shah, the father of the Shah, even Islamic and popular movements were being severely suppressed. Revolutionaries and the clergy and religious people were arrested and exiled and tortured by the Reza Shah. Under no circumstances could the free Islamic people express their opinions. 

After the fall of the Reza Shah and World War II, movements became more popular and closer together. During the Shah's reign moral corruption prevailed and because of this, the revolutionary people founded this revolution and rooted out the monarchy. 

During the Shah's time religious ceremonies were allowed to be conducted within the household, but if they turned political, they would have been suppressed. But in Islam, when you say religious you mean political. 

Q: What was the government's reaction to criticism? 

Hoesseini: In all the mosques in northern Teheran, anywhere, the clergy would start a sermon and criticize the actions of the government and the laws passed by the parliament. He would immediately be suppressed by the SAVAK, the Shah's secret police. The preacher would be arrested. 

I saw the SAVAK people rush in and take away a preacher in the middle of his sermon. I can give you the name of the preacher and the date if you want. 

All the Shah's moves were observed and planned by the CIA and his policies were coming from them. He was under their rule. The CIA ruled this country, not the Shah. And when they gave orders, whatever they said, the Shah would unquestioningly do it. We were a colony of the colonies that America has in the world, and the Shah was here to do the orders of the CIA. 

Q: The Shah held festivals in 1971 to celebrate the 2500th anniversary of the pre-Islamic Persian Empire, but millions of Iranians were offended - they felt the coming of Islam in the 7th century was the founding date of modern Iran... 

Hoesseini: These ceremonies upset people ... In order to stabilize his regime the Shah drummed up those celebrations which resulted in devastation, mental torture, for us. We denounced it with our shouts. The most difficult and torturous days were during those celebrations in Shiraz. If our bodies were cut up into pieces, that would have been better than the broadcasting of the scenes of celebration from the global television networks. 

Q: What do you remember about your participation in the revolution? 

Hoesseini: Once, on the day of a great demonstration, I was standing on the Saadi Bridge. One of the brothers came from the late Ayatollah Tolahani's house. The central clergy council had written new slogans and I was asked to shout them because I have a loud voice. My third martyr, Said, was 10 years old then and I was holding his wrist on that overpass as I was looked down at the people. I said, "People! Why don't you shout what's in your hearts? Why don't you say what is Islamic, what God wants? You should all say, 'Death to the Shah!' Say 'Death to the Shah!'



The people were shouting "Death to the Shah!" and that was the greatest joy of my life up to that time. Of course after that I have had better joys. But up to that point, that was the greatest joy of my life. 

Q: What was your primary motivation? 

Hoesseini: The motivation for our revolution was all Islamic. The movement was Islamic. Nothing but Islam could have moved this nation; no leader could have succeeded except for Imam [the supreme religious ruler], may heaven be upon him. If I had 100 lives, I would have sacrificed all for him. It was all religious. Those secular political parties were destructive all throughout history, whether they favored the east or the west. 

Q: On September 8, 1978, soldiers fired on 20,000 demonstrators in Tehran. Several hundred people were killed and thousands more were wounded in what became known as Black Friday. What do you remember about that day? 

Hoesseini: There had been a demonstration the day before and everybody said let's go to Jalet Square tomorrow. They all went there -- and then they were gunned down. Everybody was crying on that day. The whole country was crying that day. It was the spark of victory for the Iranian revolution -- it was proven that day that the Shah had to leave. 

Q: Two months after Black Friday, demonstrations in the streets of Tehran involved the destruction of shops, banks, liquor stores, and other symbols of Western "corruption..." 

Hoesseini: Muslims do not tolerate corruption because it's their religious duty to fight corruption. When our religion succeeded, we wanted to eliminate signs of western corruption in Iran. We wanted to burn down even the cigarette-making factories; we were so opposed to everything. 

We wanted no relationship with the United States or relations with the oppressive western regimes. We wanted to discontinue the flow of capital from this country to the outside. We wanted to rid the country of the American military personnel. We wanted no alcohol, no corruption among the young people. I personally did not want any of these things existing in this country. 

The Shah's television and radio were forbidden religiously so we did not watch television at that time. We did not want these manifestations of America in the name of civilization and the Shah. 

Q: What was your reaction when the Shah fled Iran in 1979? 

Hoesseini: Like everybody else I was happy -- applauding, dancing. I was very enthusiastic. Everything was Islamic of course. When I say 'dancing,' you shouldn't have an image that it was any kind of un-Islamic dancing. 

Q: What do you remember about the day in February of 1979 that Ayatollah Khomeini returned from exile? 

Hoesseini: On that day we left the house with my three sons and went to what is now Asadi Square. Said was only 10 or 11 years old. I was holding his wrist. We stood in the northwestern part of the square. All of sudden I thought my spirit was flying because I saw the plane coming from France at the southern corner of the square and my spirit and my life were taken to the airport. We were all there. 13 million people were there on that day. We couldn't all be around Imam. We were in this ocean of people. We were mixed with the people. We started to applaud Imam's arrival. That day was one of those unforgettable days. 

People were singing, they were chanting the slogans, "We want to die for you, we want to be sacrificed for you, our lives for you, Imam welcome." People wanted to sacrifice their children. That's how high the fever was….

URL: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/peoplescentury/episodes/godfightsback/hoesseinitranscript.html
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Interview with Carol Owen
U.S. Citizen 

Q: Why did you decide to go to Washington? 

Owen: When I heard about the plan to go to Washington for Jesus, everything in my head just believed that this was right. It was something necessary to do. You have a real sense of helplessness when there are things going on in your country and in your world. You're just a single individual and there's nothing you have any control over -- nothing you can do to change it. When they brought us the idea that we would all go together to Washington to do just exactly what the Word says, it was like someone opened a door. We would get our face before God and repent, and God would answer and heal our land. We had a plan now, something we could do. We knew the answer to this situation and could affect it. I was excited about that. I would do anything to get myself and family there to get that message out. 

Q: Had you done anything like that before, making a statement or engaging in a public protest? 

Owen: Before Washington for Jesus, I had never participated in any public display of Christian activity or taken a stand on anything to a degree like that. We -- my family and friends and people in our church -- had locally protested some things that were going on that we felt were contrary to family values, like movies at the theater, but that was the extent of any public involvement. I had never before done anything like Washington for Jesus, but I have since then. That was the beginning. 

Q: You mentioned the theater. What were you concerned about? 

Owen: Well, there have always been movies that I would not have permitted my children to see, or even taken myself to see, but the particular one that comes to mind is a movie that parodied Jesus Christ in a situation of mistaken identity that showed him in situations that were just very demeaning to the Lord and offensive to me. I didn't feel like it had any place in a public display in our community. It was just contrary to our...values here. It was something I felt I had to stand up and say something about. We protested until they removed it from the theaters. 

Q: Describe the atmosphere of Washington for Jesus. 

Owen: For me, the rally actually began the day before the scheduled event. There was a fairly large assembly of young people in Washington. They were protesting nuclear power, I guess out of fear of what the fall-out might be. One of them came to the door of our trailer; he was in tears and trembling. He said that his eyes were suddenly opened, and he had an awareness that their marching in Washington was not going to change the fact that there was nuclear power, the fact that his life might end abruptly. He was just terrified and didn't know what to do. We brought him into the trailer, sat him down in the back, and showed him the scriptures. The answer to the peace that he was looking for and the security that he needed was in the Lord. It was like a first fruit to me; the presence of God was already on that mall. Even without our presence or activities, God had already begun to take possession of that mall, and he was moving in people's hearts. So that was the beginning of it. 

The day of the rally itself was just non-stop activity. We had many responsibilities and probably three to four hundred volunteer teams. Some volunteers never even got down to the mall because they were out on the highways, giving people directions and busing people in from remote parking. So, we didn't get much opportunity to participate in the rally, but a couple things stood out in my mind particularly. 

The high point of the day for me was when the speaker on the platform just spoke to the crowd and he said, "Everyone lift your hands toward that building," and he pointed toward the Capitol and it was... it was almost something you could physically feel -- the power in that many people with faith in the Lord raising their hands and sending a message to the Capitol that God was in control and that we wanted to take back the reigns of our government and put them in the hands of Godly people and Godly ways. It was an awesome thing to be a part of. You felt like you were physically in a river of something that was flowing toward that Capitol...



I praise God that he gave us an opportunity to participate in that because it was the highlight of the day. Then, of course, we were back in our trailer and back in the hubbub again. There was a sense of people melding together. The similarities in people's doctrines and in the things they, the similarities in their relationship with the Lord. The similarities between us were so apparent that we couldn't remember which speaker had said what. We had such a sense of family and sameness. That was one of the greatest things we accomplished in the church at large: the sense that our differences are minor compared to our similarities. 

Q: What sort of differences were present among the rally participants? 

Owen: There were representatives of hundreds of different denominations out on the mall. They came from backgrounds that were Charismatic and Pentecostal and also Evangelical. And, it was an unusual situation that they would all be in one place at the same time. In the morning there was probably a little stiffness and uneasiness, and wondering how this would all flow together. But by mid-afternoon, after they had heard speakers from many, many denominations all praising the same Lord Jesus Christ, speaking out the same words in the same flow, in the same spirit, there was a oneness of the people in the crowd. We came away from there having a real sense of how huge is the Body of Christ. 

Q: How did you feel God was receiving you? Did you feel God was smiling down on you? 

Owen: Without a doubt! For weeks before the rally we had had rain and rain and nothing but rain. When we were in the planning stages, the officials had asked us for a contingency plan or a rain date for the rally. And we were confused. We said there is no way to turn back these hundreds of thousands of people.... If there's rain on that day and our God wants us to repent in the rain, we will just repent in the rain. 

So, on the morning of the rally, it had still been raining all through the night. The ground was wet and people were sitting on coats, blankets, and plastic bags. The whole city was completely overcast, completely soaked. Well, we had our opening prayer and began to sing in praise to the Lord. All of a sudden, it was just like someone stuck a pencil up through the clouds and opened up a way for the sun to come through. The clouds parted and it was sunny and dry for the rest of the day. It was still raining everywhere in and around Washington, so that was just a physical indication to us that the Lord was pleased that we were there and that he was hearing us. 

Q: Did you become more politically active as a result of your involvement with the rally? 

Owen: I think I was intimidated when it came to involvement in public things and politics. It had a mystique and a language of its own. Though I think I was a responsible Christian who needed to be involved, I felt like a fish out of water in politics. I couldn't speak their language. But after being a part of Washington for Jesus...I was actively involved in one way or another. I have been on my party's city committee. I have been to nominating conventions. I have participated in campaigns for believers who are running for office. And, I never again had that sense of inadequacy or feeling that I couldn't understand or participate in that area. It really changed my attitude about who I was, and I realized that I had a great deal to offer. 

Q: How did you feel about the political state of the country at this time in history? 

Owen: I think at that time I just felt that our country had fallen a long way from its origins, values, and Biblical underpinnings. I guess my approach to what was going on in the country would have to be a personal one. We're a very close-knit family and I was raising three teenagers. My children were all in public school and we were facing a constant battle of countermanding things that they were being taught in schools that were contrary to our family values. Our children were being laughed at because they believed in creation as it's taught in the Bible. 

In my daughter's junior high social studies classes, they were teaching them about divorce and how to get your life together after a divorce. She was 13. She hadn't even started to date, and they were already preparing her for a failed marriage. My younger son was very in tune with spiritual things and he had a tough time in junior high school. He was harassed by classmates because he believed in God. So all of these things had a direct affect on our family. 

On a larger scale, I was concerned about the fact that our country was condoning the murder of babies for the convenience of people who were not even in life-threatening situations. All of this was so contrary to the Word of God. With the condition of our laws, you had to have a real sense that God could not continue to leave America un-judged. The fact that on the world scene, there was such a lack of respect for America that a nation in the Middle East would dare to take American hostages and shake their fists at this country was just an indication of how far we had fallen.... 

Q: In your mind, was there a particular idea or belief that caused the country's problems? 

Owen: The idea that man has no responsibility to a greater power, to a God, is in my mind the root of all the problems we have in society.... The Bible tells us that man can set his heart to determine that there is no God; therefore, he has no responsibility to him and is free to do whatever he wants. The basics of this are taught on a daily basis in our high schools and in our elementary schools. Creation is just a story. It's just a myth. It's like Mickey Mouse. It's like cartoons. You can do what you want with your life and to other people without regard for a higher power. That kind of teaching totally undermines taking responsibility for yourself and for your actions. I hated the fact that my children were being taught this in school. 

Q: When you think of this country and what the founding fathers had in mind for our government and for people's relationship to God, what do you think? 

Owen: When we first came to Virginia from Hawaii, we took our three children to Washington, D.C. because we had never been there and wanted our children to know the heritage of the country that they were growing up in. It thrilled me to see written in granite and stone and ivory and marble, the word of God right out of the Bible and the statements of faith by the people who founded this country. I was so glad it wasn't painted on something that could be covered over with graffiti or replaced with something more modern or politically correct. The founders were so open about the fact that no man could govern this great country without seeking God's wisdom. It was all over everything that they said. 

Q: In light of what you've just said, what do make of where we've come? 

Owen: In my opinion the founding fathers built the government of this country so that it would preserve forever and for all time man's right to worship God, with all his heart, and in the way that he believes God wants him to. That's why this country was founded, and it's written into our laws from the very beginning. Somehow, though, possibly because of the Christian's neglect and the aggressiveness of people who wanted to determine that there was no God, they have used the laws to change the original intent. This separation of church and state that we run into, the way that the law was written, it says that there shall be no law written that will prohibit the free exercise of religion. And yet they use freedom, separation of church and state, to remove any acknowledgment of religion whatsoever from community life. That's the exact opposite of the original intent. The intention of the law was to protect that right, not that the law would be used as a weapon to deny that right. 

Q: Shortly after Washington for Jesus, Ronald Reagan was elected president. Was this a significant event for you? 

Owen: After the rally we had a real feeling that God had heard our prayer, and we began to see all kinds of things occurring that were verification and evidence of the fact he was beginning to heal our land. The release of the hostages, the elections that brought in President Reagan -- many of us saw that as a part of God's answer. I don't know President Reagan personally and don't have any way of knowing what his personal, spiritual life is, but his family values and the values that he portrayed in the Presidency are so much closer to those of Christians. 

The fact that it was not "in" to be Christian, the fact that prayer was laughable and not acceptable -- all of these attitudes began to change when the man in the White House acknowledged prayer and family values. He used his authority to bring those kinds of values back into the public eye. In that sense, I think that he really did turn the nation in its attitude about Christian beliefs. 

Q: Did you also get a sense that you were part of something large, that Christians were not a minority in the country? 

Owen: I think for a long time Christians have had a sense that they were a small minority and that there was this huge community out there contrary to us. But as we began to work on Washington for Jesus, getting the word out to believers all over the country, we saw an immense response. People responded from every state in this country to say they would be bringing delegations of people -- and truckloads of people -- to Washington for Jesus. We began to have a sense that we weren't the few and the feeble, that there were many, many of us. It was like the scripture says, that believers and God's people are meant to be the ones that are in control and the ones that are moving forward and carrying the ball when it comes to their nation's politics. That feeling has never left me. It's been a part of all my activities since then. 

In participating in elections, it had been frustrating going to the ballot box and having to choose between one or two or three people who all had values different from mine. It's like which of these is the lesser of the three evils? But I realized that in order to have choices at the polls, we needed to get involved in the process much, much earlier. We had to put our money where our mouths were. We had to provide support to Believers when they were running for office. We needed to be there for them, do mailings for them, and knock on doors for them. If we did that then we would have real choices when it came time to cast our ballot. 

Q: How did this realization impact your life? 

Owen: We've participated in numerous elections since then. We've been on the volunteer staff of Believers who were running for local city council positions, state positions, and national offices. We are diligent not only to cast our vote on election day but to participate in campaigns in any way we can. So we've been much, much more involved, and we are teaching our children to be involved in the political process as well. 

Q: What do you think the effect has been? What do you see happening in the country now? 

Owen: The fact that the whole complexion of the Congress has changed in this last election seems to be real public evidence of the fact that there is a huge majority of people who want Christian values, family values put back into our laws. 

URL: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/peoplescentury/episodes/godfightsback/owentranscript.html 
