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WEEK TWO DISCUSSION: THE WESTERN WORLD VIEW


For Debate: Although Western culture believes in an orderly universe, it has not been in agreement about the source of that orderliness. At times the theistic spirit was dominant. At other times the secular order prevailed. Some groups held strictly to one viewpoint and others blended them. Where do you think we stand in the United States today with regard to these two viewpoints?
· First, think about how we in the Western world today reconcile the different areas of our lives with each other. For example, how do our beliefs about nature and our beliefs about humanity fit together? Are we at one with nature? Or do we believe that nature should serve our needs and that it's acceptable to exploit and deplete its resources?


· Second, how does the Western world today regard belief in the existence of God? Is this belief common or is it frequently challenged? Is it the basis for the moral values by which we live our lives? Or do we have other ways of determining appropriate behavior? 
· Third, do a culture's economic, social, and political institutions determine its world view or is the opposite true? Is the world view the determining factor? What accounts for the differences between the Paleolithic world view, the Neolithic world view, and our modern world view?
Summation: What is your conclusion? Western culture has not been in agreement about the source of orderliness in the universe. At times the theistic spirit was dominant. At other times the secular order prevailed. Some groups held strictly to one viewpoint and others blended them. Where do you think we stand in the United States today with regard to these two viewpoints?
Use effective communication techniques when you share your ideas, insights, and discoveries with others. (B4)
