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WEEK THREE DISCUSSION: THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST

Before engaging in this discussion, read Topics 3.1., 3.2, "Comparison of the Babylonian 
and Noahic Flood Stories" and "A Possible Source for the Stories of Noah's Flood"

For Debate: if we define myth as “an imaginative story using symbols and colorful images to help us understand a truth either too complicated or too difficult to express in words" or "a human way of exploring and dealing with a mysterious truth,” what "truth" can we extract  from the Biblical and Babylonian creation and flood stories? Are the Biblical stories taken from the Babylonian stories or vice versa? Or were they both copied from a common source?
These questions will be the subject of our discussion this week. To arrive at a conclusion, we will need to consider each of the following:

· First, Near Eastern civilizations shared a mythopoetic world view.  Like their prehistoric ancestors, Mesopotamians and Egyptians told stories that personified and explained phenomena in terms of divine influence. Did the Hebrews and Babylonians have a mythopoetic world view too?

· Second, the Chaldean Flood Tablets from the city of Ur in what is now southern Iraq, describe how the Babylonian God Ea had decided to eliminate humans and other land animals with a great flood which was to become "the end of all flesh." He selected Ut-Napishtim, to build an ark to save a few humans, and samples of other animals. The Babylonian text "The Epic of Gilgamesh" and the Hebrew story of Noah are essentially identical with about twenty major points in common. Their texts are obviously linked in some way. Which of these possibilities do you think is most likely:
	
	· Genesis was copied from an earlier Babylonian story 

	
	· The Gilgamesh myth was copied from an earlier Hebrew story 

	
	· Both were copied from a common source that predates them both.



· Third, how do conservative Christians, liberal Christians, and secular scholars (agnostics/atheists) explain these similarities?
Summation: What is your conclusion? What "truth" can we extract from the Biblical and Babylonian creation and flood stories? Are the Biblical stories taken from the Babylonian stories or vice versa? Or were they both copied from a common source?
Use effective communication techniques when you share your ideas, insights, and discoveries with others.

