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TOPIC 8.3. THE EVOLUTION OF LIBERALISM
	Before 
New Deal
	19th century LIBERALISM: Laissez-faire economics, limited gov’t

	DEMOCRAtic
CAPITALISM

CHALLENGED BY GREAT
Depression
	Situation: 

Economic distress at home: Collapse of democratic capitalism, destruction of independent middle class, small business people, and farmers

Totalitarianism abroad: Fascism, Nazism

Apparent Choice:
Capitalistic dictatorship (Mussolini, Hitler)

Communistic dictatorship (Stalin)

Pressures from the right:

Laissez-faire economists: Offered simple explanation, said depression brought on by trade unions which had undercut capitalism by reducing profit margins 

Proposal: Restrict democracy, restore profit margins

Targets: Trade unions, industrial workers

PRESSURES FROM THE LEFT:

Proposal: Restore prosperity through a command (planned) economy (i.e., let government make decisions about what to produce, where to produce it, who produces it, who will be eligible to purchase it, how much and how to produce and what to charge), restrict individual liberties

Targets: Private businesses, industrial workers, consumers 


	1932-1964

FDR

TRUMAN

JOHNSON


	FDR’S NEW DEAL:

Did not adopt either extreme: Did not restrict democracy or take possession of private resources

Aim: To soften economic individualism with social democratic safeguards (e.g., Social Security, bank deposit insurance)

Beneficiaries: A mass society of industrial workers

NEW DEAL Redefined liberalism as social justice for the majority (wage-earners)

Premise:  The general interest is superior to and has priority over private interest (big business, federal courts)

Leadership: Scientifically-oriented intellectuals

Methods: Supported trade unions with laws like the Wagner Act, circumvented tradition of checks and balances
Significance: Maintained a democratic system of government and society in a world threatened by totalitarianism. Democracy redefined as economic security and social justice as well as political rights.
TRUMAN’S FAIR DEAL

Satisfied the majority with the G.I. bill and veteran’s mortgages

JOHNSON’S GREAT SOCIETY

Expanded the New Deal with social and health benefits for the poor, the elderly, and African Americans


	1965-1980
SUPREME COURT

NIXON

REAGAN

George W. 
BUSH
	LIBERALISM in the second half of the twentieth century
Motivation: Fear that government is a threat to individual autonomy (defined in terms of lifestyle not property)

Leadership: Driven not by popular mandate but by professional reformers (economists and sociologists) who lost prestige in the wake of Vietnam and the burning ghettos

New Issues: Civil rights and lifestyle liberalism

Methods: Use of the courts (the “undemocratic” branch of government) to serve minority interests

SUPREME COURT REDEFINED LIBERALISM AS LEGAL JUSTICE FOR THE MINORITY
Premise:  Moral issues are beyond the scope of popular decision-making (people are corrupted by materialism, imperialism, racial bigotry, and other deficiencies)

Leadership:  Legal crusaders like Ralph Nader, the NAACP, the American Civil Liberties Union, the Legal Services Corp.

Methods: Exposed safety hazards, filed class action suits, imposed racial and gender quotas, set pollution control standards, protected the nonconformist against social mores. Returned to a pre-New Deal definition of democracy based on court-generated rights.
Significance: Democracy redefined as economic security, social justice, and legal justice as well as political rights.
LIBERALISM BECOMES THE TARGET OF CONSERVATIVE ATTACKS

Premise: Government, not big business, is the great danger to Americans.

Leadership: Republicans like Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan spoke of the “silent majority” imperiled by crime and court-ordered social engineering.

Methods: Forged a coalition with southerners and grass-roots conservatives in opposition to a liberalism increasingly defined in terms of cultural permissiveness and government-sponsored mobility for blacks. Talked about issues people cared about (gun control, abortion, taxes, and crime).

Reagan Revolution: A combination of Libertarianism (individual liberty, free market capitalism, and individual initiative), traditionalism (moral absolutism), Cold War anti-communism (militant, evangelistic anti-communism), and the New Right (disillusioned liberals).

CONSERVATISM BECOMES THE TARGET OF LIBERAL ATTACKS
Globalization of War and Suspension of Civil Liberties
In response to September 11th attacks on the World Trade Center, George W. Bush initiated a global War on Terrorism. He increased the size and scope of the war in ever-widening concentric circles to include countries that harbor terrorists, countries suspected of having Weapons of Mass Destruction (what Bush calls the Evil Axis: Iraq, Iran, and Korea), and Preemptive Action against any nation that is suspected of being a threat to the United States.
The administration has been criticized for suspension of civil liberties and violations of human rights. The Patriot Act, illegal wire-tapping of American citizens, the Abu Ghraib prison scandal, refusal to outlaw torture as inappropriate in interrogation settings, and the force-feeding of detainees at Guantanamo Bay all lend credence to these criticisms.  However, the President justifies some of these actions as the prerogative of a war time president, thus increasing the power of the executive branch of government. 
Will the trend toward increased presidential power continue? Or will 21st century liberalism emerge with a new agenda, possibly REDEFINING LIBERALISM AS CIVIL LIBERTIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS? It's too soon to tell.


	CONTEMPORARY LIBERALISM
	CONTEMPORARY CONSERVATISM

	· Supports human rights and democracy

· Seeks social justice

· Practices tolerance
· Favors equality
· Practices a market economy and FREE TRADE
· Desires INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY
	· Supports capitalism
· Favors the original intent of the framers of the CONSTITUTION
· Seeks traditional moral values
· Is committed to national defense



AMERICAN POLITICAL PARTIES
How the Liberals and Conservatives Fit into the American Political Party System


AMERICAN POLITICAL PARTIES

From the standpoint of support of the Federal government and the common man

	PARTIES SUPPORTING A STRONG FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
	
	PARTIES SUPPORTING A WEAK FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

	PRO-BUSINESS PARTY

Federalist – Hamilton, Adams

Whigs – Clay, Harrison

Gilded Age

Conservative Republicans



PRO-COMMON MAN PARTY

Progressives

Republicans – Theodore Roosevelt

Democrats – Woodrow Wilson

New Dealers – Franklin Roosevelt

The Great Society – Lyndon Johnson


	
	PRO-COMMON MAN PARTY

Republicans – Jefferson

Jacksonian Democrats

Gilded Age Reformers

(Civil service reform, start 
of business oversight)

PRO-BUSINESS PARTY

Conservative Republicans of 1920s –

Harding, Coolidge, Hoover

Nixon


	FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
	1980
	FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

	STRONG

Social Justice
	WEAK

Defense
	
	WEAK

Social Justice
	STRONG 

Defense

	Pro-Minorities
	Pro-Common Man
	
	Pro-Common Man
	Pro-Business

	Democrats – Bill Clinton


	
	Reagan Republicans
George Bush
George W. Bush










FEDERALISTS


1790-1816








NATIONAL REPUBLICANS


1825-1833








DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICANS


1825-PRESENT











WHIGS


1833-1854











REPUBLICANS


1854-PRESENT











REPUBLICANS


1791-1824





1900





CONSERVATIVES: �PRO-BUSINESS





LIBERALS: �PRO-COMMON MAN











