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TOPIC 15.3. PRIMARY SOURCES: SEPARATING FACT FROM FICTION
	THE ROLE OF PRIMARY SOURCES IN RECONSTRUTING THE PAST
A CONTEMPORARY PRIMARY SOURCE:
John Perkins, Confessions of an Economic Hit Man (2004)
ANALYSIS

Questions for Analyzing Primary Sources
Recommended by the Library of Congress
STARTING 
POINTS FOR FURTHER 
ANALYSIS
	Throughout this course we have used primary sources to recreate the story of the past.  We have learned to analyze them, to interpret them, and to communicate our insights about what we have learned. Our purpose has been to seek perspective and enlightenment. This task will give you an opportunity to apply those skills to contemporary issues.
In 2004, Berrett-Koehler published Confessions of an Economic Hit Man by John Perkins. This is the publisher's synopsis of the book: 

"In his controversial book, John Perkins tells the gripping tale of the years he spent working for an international consulting firm where his job was to convince underdeveloped countries to accept enormous loans, much bigger than they really needed, for infrastructure development--and to make sure that the development projects were contracted to U. S. multinationals. Once these countries were saddled with huge debts, the American government and the international aid agencies allied with it were able, by dictating repayment terms, to essentially control their economies. It was not unlike the way a loan shark operates--and Perkins and his colleagues didn't shun this kind of unsavory association. They referred to themselves as 'economic hit men.' 

"This is a story of international political intrigue at the highest levels. For over a decade Perkins traveled all over the world--Indonesia, Panama, Ecuador, Columbia, Saudi Arabia, Iran--and worked with men like Panamanian president Omar Torrijos, who became a personal friend. He helped implement a secret scheme that funneled billions of Saudi petrodollars back into the U. S. economy, and that further cemented the intimate relationship between the Islamic fundamentalist House of Saud and a succession of American administrations. Perkins' story illuminates just how far economic hit men were willing to go, and unveils the real causes of some of the most dramatic developments in recent history, such as the fall of the Shah of Iran and the invasions of Panama and Iraq. Confessions of an Economic Hit Man, which many people urged Perkins not to write, is a blistering attack on a little-known phenomenon that has had dire consequences for both the lesser-developed countries and for American democracy." 
The book sounds like a great spy thriller, but can any of it be true? Is it possible, that American corporations, the government, and international aid agencies are involved in such controversial activities? Or is all of this the product of a highly imaginative and creative storyteller? In short, is Confessions of an Economic Hit Man fact or fiction? 
In an interview with Democracy Now! Perkins revealed his take on the War in Iraq: 

"…I remember well in the early seventies how OPEC exercised this power it had, and cut back on oil supplies. We had cars lined up at gas stations. The country was afraid that it was facing another 1929-type of crash–depression; and this was unacceptable. So, they -- the Treasury Department hired me and a few other economic hit men. We went to Saudi Arabia….

"…We knew Saudi Arabia was the key to dropping our dependency, or to controlling the situation. And we worked out this deal whereby the Royal House of Saud agreed to send most of their petro-dollars back to the United States and invest them in U.S. government securities. The Treasury Department would use the interest from these securities to hire U.S. companies to build Saudi Arabia–new cities, new infrastructure–which we’ve done. And the House of Saud would agree to maintain the price of oil within acceptable limits to us, which they’ve done all of these years, and we would agree to keep the House of Saud in power as long as they did this, which we’ve done, which is one of the reasons we went to war with Iraq in the first place. And in Iraq we tried to implement the same policy that was so successful in Saudi Arabia, but Saddam Hussein didn't buy. When the economic hit men fail in this scenario, the next step is what we call the jackals. Jackals are C.I.A.-sanctioned people that come in and try to foment a coup or revolution. If that doesn't work, they perform assassinations or try to. In the case of Iraq, they weren't able to get through to Saddam Hussein. He had -- His bodyguards were too good. He had doubles. They couldn’t get through to him. So the third line of defense, if the economic hit men and the jackals fail, the next line of defense is our young men and women, who are sent in to die and kill, which is what we’ve obviously done in Iraq."

Listen to or read the complete Democracy Now! interview at http://www.democracynow.org/article.pl?sid=04/11/09/1526251. 
Listen to a WNYC interview on the book:
http://www.wnyc.org/shows/lopate/episodes/11082004
An intriguing story, wouldn't you say? It has the makings of a Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 007 extravaganza. But who would play James Bond? Pierce Brosnan, Sean Connery, Roger Moore? I'm betting that Pierce Brosnan would fit the bill quite nicely. But before you buy your tickets, you'll need to find out if this indictment of our current foreign policy is based upon fact or fiction.
To do that, you'll want to consider some of these questions in your analysis:

1. Who created the source and why? Was it created through a spur-of-the-moment act, a routine transaction, or a thoughtful, deliberate process? 

2. Did the recorder have firsthand knowledge of the event? Or, did the recorder report what others saw and heard? 

3. Was the recorder a neutral party, or did the creator have opinions or interests that might have influenced what was recorded? 

4. Did the recorder produce the source for personal use, for one or more individuals, or for a large audience? 

5. Was the source meant to be public or private? 

6. Did the recorder wish to inform or persuade others? (Check the words in the source. The words may tell you whether the recorder was trying to be objective or persuasive.) Did the recorder have reasons to be honest or dishonest? 
7. Was the information recorded during the event, immediately after the event, or after some lapse of time? How large a lapse of time?

But you'll need to go further than that. Use these sources as starting points in your quest to determine if John Perkins' story, told in the book and in interviews, is fact or fiction: 
Publisher's Website on the Book
http://www.economichitman.com/pages/bookpages/thebook.html
Author's Bio, Excerpts from the Book, Customer Reviews
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1576753018/103-8507070-4546200?v=glance&n=283155



